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precluded all possibility of such a step. The current 
recrudescence of disorders in the Holy Land is, in 
essence, the result of opposition to large-scale Jewish 
immigration and is motivated by two factors. The 
first is the presence of a British technical commis- 
sion, which is attempting to formulate the details of 
a partition plan evolved as a result of disturbances 
in 1936. The Arabs have greeted this body with a 
boycott of its sessions and increased terrorist activi- 
ties throughout the country. The second factor is 
the partial collapse of the admirable self-restraint 
with which the Palestine Jewish community has 
previously borne Arab attacks. For this catastrophe 
the Jewish Revisionists, an extreme nationalist mi- 
nority group disowned by the Zionist Organization, 
bear primary responsibility. The execution on June 
29 of one of their members, Solomon ben Yosef, for 
participating in a fruitless ambush of an Arab bus, 
was the signal for new and destructive measures of 
retaliation attributed to them. Arab provocateurs 
were not slow to exploit the situation. Between 
July 5 and 18 at least seventy-six Arabs and thirty- 
five Jews were killed and hundreds were injured, 
despite the efforts of strongly reinforced British 
police and soldiery. 


These events emphasize the necessity for settling 
refugees where their political aspirations will blend 
rather than clash with those of prior inhabitants. 
From this viewpoint, the achievements of the con- 
ference constitute a hopeful augury. The extent of 
the actual aid to be provided, however, remains to 
be determined at London. Some observers feel that 
it will not prove impossible to come to an agreement 
with Germany providing for the emigration of 
50,000 to 100,000 refugees annually, these migrants 
to be permitted to assist in financing their resettle- 
ment with a portion of their own property. Valuable 
1s this contribution for the relief of human misery 
will be, it will constitute no more than a first step. 
As long as there are political dictatorships intolerant 
of all criticism or relying on pseudo-scientific racial 
concepts, there will always be new refugees. 


Davip H. Popper 


PROGRESS TOWARD CHACO PEACE 


Acceptance by both Bolivia and Paraguay on July 
17 of the Chaco peace terms revives the hope of 
liquidating the most serious threat to friendly 
relations in the Western Hemisphere, and brightens 
prospects for success of the Pan-American Confer- 
ence at Lima next December. The treaty designates 
the Presidents of the six neutral American nations 
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represented at the Chaco Peace Conference—Argen. 
tina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, the United States and Um. 
guay—as arbiters, with authority to fix a definite 
boundary between Bolivia and Paraguay, thereby 
ending the territorial dispute from 1932 to 1935. 


The proposed treaty is reported to call for a fron. 
tier which runs westward from a point on the River 
Otuquis or Negro, a short distance north of its con. 
fluence with the Paraguay at Bahia Negra, to 
Meridian 61 degrees 55 minutes west. From here 
southward to the Pilcomayo River the arbiters will 
fix a line within an intermediate zone thirty to eighty 
miles wide. While Paraguay will thus retain largely 
unimpaired its wartime conquests of practically the 
entire Chaco, Bolivia keeps control of the oil fields 
to the west of the disputed area, and also savisfies 
its long-time ambition for an outlet tw U 
Ocean through the Paraguay and Parana Rivers, 
Free transit through Paraguayan territory is guaran. 
teed to Bolivian exports and imports. At Puerto 
Casado, Paraguay’s second most important port, Bo- 
livia may set up customs agencies and construct 
warehouses, making this city virtually a free port. 


antic 


A careful time-table is laid down to avoid in- 
definite delay. Within twenty days of its signature, 
the treaty is to be ratified. This action will be taken 
by a constitutional convention in Bolivia, and in 
Paraguay—owing to the provisional character of the 
present Paiva régime—by a plebiscite, the validity of 
which could not easily be impugned by succeeding 
governments. Within sixty days of the date of final 
ratification, the arbitral award is to be announced. 


Settlement of the Chaco controversy—should no 
last minute hitch baffle the negotiators—will further 
strengthen inter-American solidarity. The significance 
of such a triumph for New World diplomacy has 
been heightened by two events which weaken the 
ties linking the American nations with Eu: One 
was the announcement by Venezuela on july 12 of 
its withdrawal from the League of Nations, raising 
to nine the number of Latin American states which 
have taken this step. On the same day Germany, fol- 
lowing restrictions imposed on Nazi political and 
cultural activities in Brazil, and in retaliation against 
Brazil's decision to stop purchase of German cleat 
ing marks, announced complete suspension of put- 
chases from that republic. The move will hit Brazil 
far harder than Germany, and is apparently designed 
to force from President Vargas both political and 
economic concessions. 

CHARLES A. THOMSON 
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